Corporate Watch 


Newsletter 10 : August/Sept 2002 : 50p 


www.corporatewatch.org.uk 


PR Without End 


The Public Relations industry was born out of war. The early pioneers of 
the practice, such as Ivy Lee and Edward Bernays who set up the first 
civilian practices after World War One, had learnt their skills conducting 
wartime propaganda. So as the prospect of war without end looms on the 
political horizon, the PR industry has been quick to exploit business 
opportunities arising from the war. They have picked up contracts 
buffing up the image of countries nervous of US aggression. With a new 
kind of war in the offing, PR and lobbying outfits have been facilitating a 
new kind of diplomacy. 

Saudi Arabia, home of most of the 9/11 hijackers, has been on the PR 
offensive in America, desperate to portray itself as a loyal ally of the 
United States in its fight against terrorism. Within a few days of the 
World Trade Centre attacks it had hired Burson-Marsteller for $2.7 
million in order to improve its image. Then in mid-November it hired 
Qorvis Communications to produce television and radio pro-Saudi 
advertisements to be shown across the US, and enlisted Patton Boggs 
“for educating Congress and staff on issues that are important to the 
Saudis”, according to O’Dwyer’s PR Daily. Qorvis, which by May had 
billed the Saudis $3.8 million, has had great difficulty in finding channels 
that will accept the ads however, due to anti-Saudi sentiment in the US. 
As it plans to re-launch the campaign this month it may also end up 
competing for advertising space with a multi-million dollar pro-Israel ad 
campaign being prepared by Laszlo & Associates 

Meanwhile Libya, once America’s favourite punch bag, has been the 
beneficiary of a quiet lobbying campaign to get it removed from the US 
State Department’s list of states that support terrorism. Oil companies 
Conoco, Amerada Hess and Marathon, which all have interests in Libya, 
have provided cash to hire lobbyist Ken Duberstein to try to get the 
sanctions imposed on Libya in 1986 lifted. Colonel Gaddafi took the PR 
opportunity of September 11th to publicly renounce terrorism and has 

offered assistance in combating Al-Qaeda. 
In May the Philippines hired Weber 
Shandwick, the world’s largest PR 
outfit. The Philippines, where 
US forces have been slow in 
conducting their part of ‘The 
War Against Terror’ against 
the Abu Sayyaf Islamist 
rebels, wants Weber 
Shandwick to maintain 
contact with the 
Pentagon, White House 
and Congress on their 
behalf, perhaps fearing 
closer attention from 
the US if Bush backs off 
his plans to attack Iraq. 
The Pentagon has also 
felt the need of PR expertise 
in ‘The War Against Terror’. In 
November it hired the Rendon 
Group to assist the sinister Office 
of Strategic Influence in planting pro- 


American stories in the press 
worldwide. The New York Times’ 
report of February this year that 
the OSI is “developing plans to 
provide news items, possibly 
even false ones, to foreign media 
organizations” in an effort “to 
influence public sentiment and 
policy makers in both friendly 
and unfriendly countries,” was 
met with hostility in the press 
worldwide and surprisingly 
also in the PR industry. 

Kathy Cripps, president of 
the Council of PR Firms, 
managed to keep a straight 
face whilst commenting that 
“the suggestion that 
responsible PR firms 

would intentionally 

mislead and misinform is 
disturbing.” 

The OSI may (or may 
not, reports are 
ambiguous) have been 
dismantled, but The 
Rendon Group is 
continuing to work 
with the Pentagon. 
John Rendon 
probably has more 
experience of anti- 

Iraqi propaganda 

than anyone else in 
the PR industry. 

His company was a 
part of the Hill & Knowlton-led propaganda campaign on 

behalf of Kuwaiti government front group, Citizens for a Free Kuwait, 
that brought American public opinion behind the 1991 Gulf War. He was 
subsequently hired by the CIA to organise and propagandise for the Iraqi 
National Congress, a coalition of Iraqi dissidents, spending $100m before 
the contract ran out in 1996. 

True to its business roots the Bush administration seems to be running 
its entire foreign policy as a PR campaign. Its arguments are shaped by 
symbolic and emotive language rather than by logic, and they take advice 
from “strategic communicators” such as Sheila Tate of PR firm Powell 
Tate on how best to communicate policy on Iraq. Indeed the White House 
seems to regard the fundamental cause of the World Trade Centre 
bombing as a PR problem; to be solved by the appointment of ex- J 
Walter Thomson advertising executive Charlotte Beers as head of Public 
Diplomacy, charged with promoting ‘Brand USA’ to the Middle Eastern 
market. 

The desire to conduct such a campaign perhaps betrays sinister 
motives. To quote Naomi Klein: “It’s no coincidence that the political 
leaders most preoccupied with branding themselves and their parties were 
also allergic to democracy and diversity. Think Mao... think Hitler” 
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Nestlé - global 
compact violator 


Nestlé is well known for its irresponsible marketing of 
breast-milk substitutes in the developing world. The 
company also has an appalling record when it comes 
to labour and human rights violations. Andy Higginbottom 
from the Colombian Solidarity Campaign reports on some 
of Nestlé’s recent activities in Columbia: 


Despite its dreadful record on infant formula marketing, Nestle is one of 
the companies participating in the UN ‘Global Compact’; the much- 
derided partnership in which corporations pledge to abide by 
(unmonitored) human rights and environmental principles. 

All very laudable, however SINALTRAINAL, the Colombian 
Foodworkers Union, reports widespread practices and policies 
contradicting Nestlé’s claim to fully support and ensure labour and human 
rights. Ever since Nestlé arrived in Colombia 50 years ago the workers 
have battled to form a union. Since the ‘dirty war’ erupted in Colombia in 
the early 1980s, trade unionists have been on the front line of targeted, 
but unofficial, repression. SINALTRAINAL was formed as an industrial 
union in 1982. According to SINALTRAINAL seven of its members 
working at Nestlé have been assassinated since then. 

The principal perpetrators of such disappearances are the paramilitary 
death squads. Although there is a certain separation between the agents of 
repression and official entities, the links are an open secret. Human Rights 
Watch reports that it was officers in the Colombian army who set up the 
AUC’s Calima Bloc, a new paramilitary front established to attack the 
social movement in towns in the Valle de Cauca in 1999. 

Although there is no evidence connecting Nestlé with these murders, the 
logic of the human rights violations, to remove trade unions and other 
social movements, corresponds with the company’s own aggressive 
stance. There are at least three cases that indicate a policy drive direct 
from Nestlé itself to liquidate the union’s presence from its Colombia 
operation. 

For example, in the final weeks of 2001, management at Nestlé 
subsidiary ‘Comestibles La Rosa’ threatened workers that they must 
either renounce union membership or lose their jobs. Nestlé subsidiary 
Cicolac also tried to break a collective agreement covering 400 workers, 
sack 96 workers and break the contracts of another 58 workers so that 
their jobs could be contracted out through labour agencies. 

Another example of Nestlé’s union busting activities is the case of 
Agribrands Purina Colombia S.A., a national producer of animal feed. 
According to the company, Nestlé is in negotiations to purchase five 
processing plants, on the condition that the union is terminated and all of 
the workers resign from their jobs. This will enable Nestlé to lower 
production costs by hiring new workers with temporary contracts, 


without a union 
organization, and 
without a collective 
agreement. The 400 
workers whose jobs are 
threatened have 
worked for the 
company for an 
average of 18 years. 


SINALTRAINAL 
claims that Nestlé has 
also recently switched 
from domestic supplies 
of fresh milk to 
imported milk 
products which ‘has 
generated misery for 
small and medium 
dairy farmers and for 
peasants’. Nestlé also 


benefits from the a dh 
depressed market in ‘Poncho’ Velez- one of the seven Nestlé 


coffee prices, which union members to have disappeared. 
has been wreaking 
havoc in the coffee growing areas. 

SINALTRAINAL is a very good example of how workers in the 
developing world have taken the initiative to internationalise resistance to 
the multinationals. The Colombian union highlights the situation in the 
Philippines, where the workers have been on strike against Nestlé’s 
violation of pension rights. 13 strikers were beaten by the police, and 
now the factory gates are guarded by a 200 strong private security force. 


In the words of the union: 

“Nestlé converts the factories into camps for the public security forces in 
order to create terror in the community, destroy the unity of the workers, 
and misinform the members of the union, with the goal of putting them 
against the leaders and destroying the movement. This is the policy of 
Nestlé all over the world. This reality urgently demands the globalization 
of solidarity against the globalization of misery, oppression, and death of 
the communities.” 


For more information on the Colombian Solidarity Campaign 
contact: colombia_sc@hotmail.com 

Corporate Watch Nestlé profile: www.corporatewatch.org.uk/ 
profiles/food_supermarkets/nestle/nestle1.html 


Bayer found guilty in Peruvian poisoning incident 


Following a nine-month investigation, a Peruvian Congressional 
Subcommittee has issued its final report on the deaths by pesticide 
poisoning of 24 children in the remote village of Tauccamarca in October 
1999. The Subcommittee concluded that there is significant evidence of 
administrative and criminal responsibility on the part of Ministry of 
Agriculture, and of criminal responsibility on the part of the agrochemical 
company Bayer AG. The report recommends that the government and 
Bayer compensate the families of the dead children. 


The incident happened when the children drank a powdered milk 
substitute that had been contaminated with Bayer’s pesticide methyl 
parathion. In addition to the 24 dead, 18 other children were severely 
poisoned. The pesticide, known as ‘Folidol’ was sold as a white powder 
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resembling powdered milk. It has no strong chemical odour and was 
packaged in small plastic bags that provided no protection to users. The 
bags were labelled in Spanish only (not the local language), and had no 
pictograms indicating danger or toxicity. 


The case was brought to trial by the families of the dead children. The 
families have also written to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan requesting 
that he exclude Bayer from the UN Global Compact, a UN partnership 
with corporations who pledge to abide by human rights and 
environmental principles. 


Source: Pesticide Action Network Latin America 


Bhopal 18 years on 


It’s nearly 18 years since 8,000 people died in the 
Indian city of Bhopal after a leak from the Union 
Carbide pesticide plant. But while a recent court ruling 
means ex-chairman Warren Anderson may at last face 
justice, victums of the disaster continue to struggle for 
a fair settlement from Carbide’s new owners Dow; a 
company with an unsavoury reputation of its own. 


On the morning of December 3rd 1984 the people of Bhopal suffered an 
almost biblical disaster. A leak of more than 40 tonnes of methyl 
isocyanate (MIC) from the Union Carbide chemical plant instantly killed 
over 2,000 people. Many more died in the ensuing months, with the total 
number of deaths estimated at 20,000. In total over half a million people 
were affected by the gas - paying the price for the low wages and poor 
health and safety regulations that originally attracted Carbide to the city. 
Though Union Carbide admitted responsibility, the Indian Government 
dropped criminal charges against the company and settled for $470 
million compensation, one sixth of the $3 billion that had been sought. 
Many of those affected by the disaster still rely on government handouts 
amounting to just $12 a month and are still living with chronic pain and 
other symptoms. 

Good news came in August of this year when a court in Bhopal upheld 


Demonstrators at the recent court ruling in Bhopal. 
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Jani Farrell-Roberts exposes how GlaxoSmithKline’s unnecessary 
use of wild caught monkeys to produce the polio vaccine is 
endangering human health. 
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acharge of culpable homicide against 
former head of Union Carbide, 
Warren Anderson. The charge 
related to the deaths of 14,000 
people and carries a maximum 
prison sentence of 20 years. 
Recently, attempts have been 
made by the Indian foreign 
ministry to reduce the charge to 
‘hurt by negligence’ - which 
carries a two year sentence - 
but local magistrates refused 
to do so. Mr Anderson, now 
80, has been keeping a very 
low profile in recent years, 

so much so that that the US 
government claimed he was 
missing. This didn’t stop him being 

tracked down by a Greenpeace US campaigner two days 

after the recent court ruling upheld charges against him. When confronted 
by a copy of the warrant for his arrest Mr Anderson ran back into his 
house denying his identity. However, an end to the struggle isn’t 
necessarily in sight. For Anderson to face trial the Indian government 
must initiate extradition proceedings, which they appear unwilling to do 
for fear of harming relations with the US. 

Abandoned by their own government, people have taken matters into 
their own hands - forming a group called the National Campaign for 
Justice in Bhopal. The group are targetting the Indian government to begin 
extradition proceedings on Mr Anderson but are increasingly turning their 
attention to Dow Chemicals who took over Union Carbide in 2001. The 
company, one of the largest producers of chemicals in the world, it has an 
appalling pollution record. Recently however, Dow has moved on to 
more sophisticated forms of pollution through its work in biotechnology. 
In 2001 the company acquired Cargill Hybrid Seeds and now has two 
genetically modified products on the market. Worryingly they intend to 
take the technology further and are experimenting with varieties of corn 
which produce plastics or medical products. Campaigners have 
highlighted the dangers of these varieties cross pollinating with food crops 
which could lead to hazardous materials entering the food chain. 


More information on Dow and the activities of the Bhopal Justice 
Campaign can be found at www.bhopal.net For information on the UK 
campaign contact: ukjusticeinbhopal@virgin.net. More information on 
Dow will appear on the Corporate Watch website shortly. 


Disclaimer: Corporate Watch makes no pretence of journalistic 
objectivity, and in any case the views expressed herein are not 
necessarily our own. The value of the information in this 
publication lies primarily in its usefulness, although we cannot 
be held responsible for any use which may be made of it. 


Corporate Watch also works as an independent research unit, 
conducting research for campaigners, linking corporate activity 
to wider global issues. 
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raising, distribution, research or money, please feel free to 
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Green monkeys Photo: BUAV with thanks to Advocates for Animals 


by Jani Farrell-Roberts 


It is not only on farms that living creatures are raised to serve human beings. On laboratory tables and vats in a 


factory in Belgium a giant British pharmaceutical company is currently caring for wild-caught African Green 


Monkeys. It has about 150 monkeys there at any one time, shipped in from the Caribbean. The company 


observes them for 12 days for signs of infection, before killing them. It then uses their kidneys as a fertile soil in 


which to grow the tiny and deadly polio virus. The virus is weakened by transplanting it from cell to cell until it is 


sufficiently weak not to cause the crippling disease of polio when used as a human vaccine, while not so weak 


that it will not stimulate our bodies into putting up defences against polio. 


The company, GlaxoSmithKline, observes the imported monkeys 
for 12 days before killing them to make sure the monkeys are not 
hosts to a certain virus, Simian Virus 40 (SV40) which has been 
linked in laboratories around the world to human cancers. It was 
thought that it took 12 days for this virus to germinate so, after 12 
days, if the monkey has no anti-bodies to SV40, the company 
presumes that the monkeys are free of this virus so they are then 
killed and used. 


But today this monkey virus has been found to be extraordinarily 
present in human beings — it is turning up internationally in over 
80% of childhood brain tumours, in over 60% of the asbestos- 
linked cancer, mesothelioma, in one third of all bone cancers and in 
many other cancers. It has been found in cancers that kill tens of 
thousands of people every year. Yet research indicates that the 
virus was not present in humans in any numbers before the 
introduction of the polio vaccine. 


It seems that this virus lives happily in monkeys without causing 
any harm. But when transplanted into humans, perhaps to ensure 
its own survival, it critically alters a human gene called the p53. 
This gene instructs cells to stop multiplying. With it switched off, 
the gene that should tell tumours to stop growing does not work, 
leaving us much more vulnerable to contaminants such as 
asbestos. 


Research published in a major peer-reviewed scientific journal 
reported that when SV40 was injected into female rodents, every 
single one of them got breast cancer. This research obviously 
cannot be replicated in humans, and since the virus does not seem 
to stay in the breast tissue after the cancer develops, researchers 
do not know whether or not it is also causing human breast 
cancers. The scientists involved in this research believe that the 
virus can act like a hit-and-run driver — do the damage then 
vanish. 
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Is this risk a terrible price that we have had to pay for the 
elimination of the dreadful polio disease that also used to cripple 
or kill tens of thousands every year? Can the polio vaccine be 
made without using monkeys? 


Yes, without a doubt. At least one other major drug company, 
Connaught, sells two forms of polio vaccine: one grown in cloned 
human tissue (as is done to produce rubella vaccine), the other 
grown in monkey kidney tissue. The human tissue-grown polio 
vaccine comes with no risk of cross-species virus contamination. 


The polio virus seen 
under an electron microscope 


The World Health Organisation recommends three manufacturing 
processes for polio vaccine: 


1 Wild monkey kidneys. The company GlaxoSmithKline 
manufactures most of the polio vaccine for the UK by this 
method. 


2 Cloned human tissue. This is laboratory-produced in sterile 
conditions — so presumably virus free. This method is utilised 
in some European countries and in Canada. The US 
Connaught Laboratory makes polio vaccine both by this 
method and from wild monkeys, selling human tissue-based 
vaccine in Canada and monkey tissue-based vaccine in the 
US. 


3 Cloned monkey tissue. This method is also safer than using 
tissue from wild monkeys. Suitable cloned tissue stocks are 
maintained by the World Health Organisation for use by drug 
companies in manufacturing polio vaccine. 


While permitting all three methods, the World Health 
Organisation points out that the first carries the greatest risk of 
viral contamination. Therefore it recommends that, if this method is 
used, rigorous screening and animal testing should also be 
adopted. 


So, why does GlaxoSmithKline choose to use the most 
dangerous of methods to make our polio vaccine? The answer is 
that the wild monkey tissue-grown version is slightly cheaper to 
make, and thus creates the larger profits. It is also that the UK and 
the US lawmakers permit it to use this method. 


Is there any doubt about these risks? Is it possible for the 
company to deny that it knew it was running these risks in using 
this manufacturing process? 


Sadly, the answer is no. GlaxoSmithKline has long known about 
these risks. Not only are they referred to by the WHO, they have 
been documented in scientific research going back to the very 
introduction of the polio vaccine in 1955. 


In 1997 I attended an emergency international scientific 
workshop held at the US Government-owned Institutes of Health 
in Washington. It was called because scientists around the world 
were reporting the presence of SV40 in many human cancers. The 
evidence presented was overwhelming. Laboratory after 
laboratory reported much the same findings. I think there were 
only two government scientists in the whole gathering of over 100 
scientists that tried to deny these findings. The conference was 
also attended by a senior representative from the UK Department 
of Health. 


At the conference Dr Carbone of Chicago University reported 
how SV40 turned off the human gene p53 that stops cells 
multiplying. No one questioned his research — rather it attracted 
applause. Since then research has continued — with another 
gathering held in February of this year, 2002, to consider how SV40 
works with asbestos to create cancers — and seemingly can help 
create the same cancer even in the absence of asbestos. In August 
this year another government conference was held. Bit by bit, the 
drug companies are being forced to accept the danger of the 
method they have adopted — but they are resisting having to 
change their ways. They claim to have now removed the SV40, but 
only the 12-day variety. They have not addressed the issue of the 
damage they have already done — nor of the other potentially 
dangerous monkey viruses that can be passed on through their 
way of making the vaccine. 


The virus seen 
under an optical 
microscope 


It is now emerging, as it did with the tobacco industry, that the 
companies knowingly undertook these risks in order to maximise 
profits. Documents show that some of the companies involved 
knew their vaccine was contaminated - and sold the contaminated 
lots to the public. A recent paper showed that a variety of SV40 
takes some 17 days to germinate, and thus is not screened out of 
the monkeys used in making the vaccine. A leading academic, John 
Martin, was recently denied access in the US to the vaccine lots 
he wanted to test for the presence of monkey viruses on the 
grounds of “commercial confidentiality”. His research has shown 
that another monkey virus, SCMV, is to be found in damaged 
human brain cells in sufferers of a number of serious illnesses. 
This virus comes from the African Green Monkey, the very species 
used for the polio vaccine. 


Meanwhile GlaxoSmithKline continues with the same methods — 
using wild-caught monkeys, documented to be caught in 
conditions of cruelty, taking them to their factory in Belgium, 
killing them and using their kidneys as a dangerous medium in 
which to grow our polio vaccine — all totally unnecessarily. 


As scientific evidence mounts, they must now fear enormous 
damage claims - as must the Department of Health. It almost seems 
as if the danger of a 
backlash makes them 
defend their practices 
the more fiercely. 


This has gone on 
long enough. We 
need help, to stop 
the cruelty and to 
shut down 
GlaxoSmith Kline’s 
factory. 


Further information 
can be obtained from 
the author, jani@ 
glitter.plus.com and 
from her website 
www.vaccines.plus.com. 


Future for nuclear 
uncertain 


In what critics of the government have referred to as a 
‘dangerous and foolish’ move, the government has 
bailed out the ailing nuclear giant British Energy (BE) 
with a £410m loan. The emergency funding is meant 
to keep BE afloat until 27" September, pending 
clarification of the group’s full financial position. 


BE is Britain’s largest electricity generator, providing around 20% of the 
nation’s power. The government claims that the bail-out was necessary, to 
ensure the safety of nuclear power stations and to maintain the security 
of electricity supply. Ministers are said to be furious that the company is 
appealing for government assistance, only months after paying out a large 
dividend to shareholders. The company is also being investigated by the 
Financial Services Authority, to determine whether BE misled investors 
when it reassured them about its financial health only three weeks ago. 


Whilst the bail-out may have bought the company a bit more time to 
sweet-talk the government, the fact remains that the economics of nuclear 
power just don’t add up. Despite cutting so many jobs in the UK that the 
Nuclear Installations Inspectorate voiced concerns that nuclear safety 


@GREENPEACE/ David Sims 2002 BNFL ship Pacific Pintail arriving in 
Barrow with its cargo of rejected plutonium fuel at the end of its voyage 
from Takahama, Japan. 


Genetix Roundup™ 


might be compromised, the 
company is still producing 
electricity at a loss. BE needs 
wholesale power prices of 
£19 per megawatt hour to 
break even, whilst UK 

prices have been around 

£16 for the past couple of 
months. 
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The Tories have argued 
that the company should 
be exempted immediately 
from the Climate Change 
Levy (an environmental tax 
on polluters) and that 
ministers should also agree a 
deal to reduce its 
reprocessing costs. 
However, even this won’t 
save the company. Last year 
BE lost £518m. The Climate Change Levy 
costs the company £80m a year, and BE pays about £300m a year to the 
government owned BNFL for reprocessing. So even if the levy were 
dropped, and BNFL reprocessed BE’s fuel for free, the company would 
still be insolvent. 
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Earlier this year BE’s Hinkley Point power station reached the news, 
when it was discovered that cancer rates in its vicinity are up to six times 
higher than the national average. Clusters of leukaemia have also been 
found close to Oldbury power station and Sellafield nuclear reprocessing 
plant. Another fact to emerge earlier this year is that anti-radiation drugs 
are being stockpiled throughout the country, to be distributed in the event 
of a terrorist attack on an atomic power station or some other nuclear 
facility. 


Such trivial concerns have done little to dent UK Energy Minister, Brian 
Wilson’s enthusiasm for nuclear power. He sees nuclear energy as a vital 
part of the UK strategy to meet the carbon emissions reductions required 
by the Kyoto Protocol. Alternative ways to meet the Protocol, such as 
renewable energy and energy conservation measures, have received 
alarmingly little attention in comparison. 


One thing is for certain, if the nuclear power industry is to survive in 
the UK it'll have to be at the tax-payer’s expense. The government 
therefore has two options open to it. It can either put its failed nuclear 
experiment to bed, or continue to subsidise an industry that threatens the 
health and safety of the entire nation. So which is it, Brian? 


Bayer in crop contamination and hiding behind old name shocker 


On 15" August it emerged that Bayer’s new agricultural wing, Bayer 
CropScience (formerly Aventis Crop Science), was responsible for the 
illegal planting of genetically modified (GM) oil seed rape (OSR) 
contaminated with an unauthorised GM crop line in field trials across the 
UK. 

GM seed, planted at more than 20 farm scale trial sites in the UK since 
1999, was contaminated with substantial quantities of an unauthorised 
variety of GM OSR. The contaminating variety contains genes giving 
resistance to the antibiotics neomycin and kanamycin. The implications 
of this are potentially serious. Scientists have expressed concern that use 
of antibiotic resistance genes as marker genes in food crops may lead to 
the proliferation of antibiotic resistant bacteria. Recent studies suggest 
that it is possible for modified DNA from GM crops to be taken up by 
bacteria in the human gut. Both neomycin and kanamycin are still used in 
the treatment of a number of potentially fatal diseases. 


News of the contamination has caused an outcry in the UK, with 
widespread calls for the suspension of the last round of the winter OSR 
farm scale trials. It is possible that Bayer CropScience may even face 
criminal proceedings for failing to prevent the contamination. 

Meanwhile Bayer CropScience, the company who are now responsible 
for the mess, is doing a good job of hiding behind its old identity Aventis 
CropScience (which became part of Bayer CropScience in early June). 
Thus far Bayer’s public image has remained fairly unscathed, ensuring 
that all negative publicity is directed towards Aventis, a company that no 
longer has any involvement in GM crops. 

In late August DEFRA announced that the batches of OSR seed to be 
used in the final round of farm scale trials had been found to be free of 
contamination, and that the planting of these trials would continue as 
usual. Days later on 2nd September Aventis CropScience Ltd officially 
changed its name to Bayer CropScience 


More McDirt 


McDonalds has been having a pretty rough time of it 
over the last couple of months. 


In July it was announced that a group of overweight Americans are suing 
the company — accusing them of knowingly serving meals that cause 
obesity and disease. The lawsuit claims that McDonalds, along with a 
swathe of other fast-food outlets, misled customers by enticing them with 
greasy, salty and sugary food. 

The company hit the news again in August over its controversial 
partnership with the UN children’s health and welfare charity Unicef. 
The charity stands to make millions by lending both its name and 
resources to the McDonalds’ World Children’s Day event on 20% 
November. Public health specialists across the world have argued that the 
partnership could damage the credibility of its work on child health, 
nutrition and education, particularly in the developing world. In response 
to a barrage of complaints, Unicef’s New York office stated that the 


Because we wouldn’t want you to starve 


What really 
happened at the 
Earth Summit? 


The Earth Summit in Johannesburg is widely accepted as 
having been an unmitigated disaster. 65,000 delegates gathered 
from all corners of the globe to pledge a commitment to the 
future of the planet and to solving the problems of the worlds 
poor. Much lofty rhetoric was spoken and the phrase 
“sustainable development’ (so co-opted by business now that 
it has become practically meaningless) was repeated ad 
infinitum. 


What was really achieved was a sinister marriage of big 
business to the UN, governments, NGOs and the media. 
Whether this unholy alliance need mean the final nail in the 
coffin of the planet is up to individuals and communities all 
over the world to determine. 


Babylonian Times 


Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lordy hand, that made 
all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; 


iherefore the mations are mad, Jeremiah F7 26-38 


partnership did not mean that Unicef endorsed McDonalds or its 
products — of course. 

And just to make sure that no-one’s sensibilities are left unoffended, 
McDonalds have brought out a fantastic new product — the McAfrica 
burger. The launch of the burger in Norway had the Norwegian aid 
agencies up in arms. “It’s inappropriate and distasteful to launch a 
hamburger called McAfrica when large portions of Southern Africa are on 
the brink of starvation” argued Linn Aas-Hansen from Norwegian Church 
Aid. In response to complaints, McDonald’s have agreed to place 
collection boxes for Africa in the participating stores while the promotion 
lasts — how sensitive of them! 


Absolut Bastards 


In 2001, Vin & Sprit, makers of Absolut Vodka, launched lawsuits against 
Bo Enfridsson and Tina Hansen in the United States and the UK over the 
name of their small Sydney- based swimwear making business, Absolut 
Beach, claiming total rights over the name ‘Absolut’, including trademarks 
and domain names. Absolut Beach collapsed on June 8th after spending 
more than $200,000 on legal fees. The court action continued however 
and, unable to afford representation, Bo and Tina lost under default 
judgements awarded in favour of Vin & Sprit. In October, the High Court 
ordered Absolut Beach to take its name off the companies’ register and 
give up its internet domain names. 


In the United States, the District Court for Virginia found against Absolut 
Beach on several charges, including: trademark infringement - for selling 
its products to a US customer over the Internet, cybersquatting, and 
unjustly profiting from Absolut Vodka’s fame. Bo and Tina maintain their 
innocence, pointing out that Absolut is a generic word in several 
Scandinavian languages. Vin & Spirit may yet pursue claims for damages. 


Book Review: 

The Rich at Play: 
Foxhunting, land 
ownership and the 


‘Countryside Alliance’. 


pub. Revolutions Per Minute (2002) 
By Lucy Michaels 


As a researcher and campaigner on food and 
farming, I’d always considered the issue of 
foxhunting to be a distraction from the real 
issues plaguing rural communities today. This 
little book proved me wrong. In Britain, land 
ownership and political power have gone hand 
in hand over the centuries, with hereditary 
peerages meaning the country’s biggest 
landowners automatically qualified for political 
influence. But at the heart of this undemocratic 
relationship has been the aristocracy’s 
connection with hunting, and their desire for 
exclusive hunting grounds. It was William the 
Conqueror, renowned for his passion for stag 
and boar hunting, who originally began to set 
aside huge tracts of his new kingdom as his 
private playground, and handed out land to his 
noblemen for hunting. And they have enjoyed 
the right to rip apart small furry animals ever 
since. 

The Rich at Play contains articles to help 
orientate the reader within the foxhunting 
debate. Whilst touching on the animal rights 
issue, it mainly focuses on how foxhunting 
originated, why it has survived and the various 
groups now fighting to maintain it, especially 
the Countryside Alliance. This is 
predominantly a story of the injustice of land 
distribution in Britain, and the chapter, ‘No 
Ordinary Theft’, explains how access to 
information about land ownership has been 
deliberately covered up by large landowners 
since the 1870s due to their positions of 
political power in the House of Lords. 

The book also contains a damning expose of 
the Countryside Alliance, highlighting how 
reality jars with the propaganda that they are 
pushing. The Countryside Alliance (CA) would 
never have been more than a pro-hunting group 
of miffed aristocrats and businessmen, were it 
not for the accelerating crisis in farming and 
rural communities. The CA has been astute 
enough to realise that it needed to show some 
concern for genuine rural grievances in order to 
gain a much larger audience for its pro-hunting 
views. 

The group’s aim has been to create a right 
wing social movement that represents ‘rural’ 
interests, bringing under one banner a curious 
alliance of the aristocracy, impoverished rural 
communities, farmers and Conservatives, 
funded by rich City businessmen. They are all 
‘united’ on a perceived town versus country 
divide, in which the urban elite, under New 
Labour, misunderstands and victimises the rural 
minority who are defending British traditions. 
This is an artificial and unhelpful distinction for 
those actually wanting to work on important 
tural issues such as the lack of affordable 
housing and the farm income crisis. 

As research by Corporate Watch shows, the 
CA has recently been ‘disguising’ its key 
interests by moving the peers and large 


landowners to more ‘behind the scenes’ roles. 
They have also appointed non-hunting officers 
to give the impression of a broad-based 
movement. However, one look at its board of 
directors illustrates that they don’t really have 
much expertise in the issues that they claim to 
care about, such as rural poverty. Some of them 
are actively involved in perpetuating rural 
poverty such as by selling off rural homes to 
wealthy commuters at over-inflated prices. 
Likewise one of the alliance’s major donors, 
Persimmon Homes, is involved in the 
destruction of greenfield land. 

This book isn’t just a rant against the rich, and 
presents a well-researched argument. It also 
highlights the fact that there are real issues in 
the countryside that urgently need addressing. 
As the book stresses, the ‘Countryside’ is very 
divided on the fox-hunting issue. Many farmers 
are opposed to fox-hunting, as foxes are useful 
predators of rats and rabbits and only kill a 
miniscule number of lambs. Equally, the 
struggle against hunting is also divided. The 
book ends with a plea for the disparate strands 
of the anti-hunt lobby to join forces to end fox- 
hunting, and begin the struggle to ‘reclaim our 
land’. 

The Rich at Play is available from AK 
Press (www.akuk.com) for £4. 
Corporate Watch Countryside Alliance 
profile: 
www.corporatewatch.org.uk/pages/ 
Countryside_Alliance.html 


Reading Corner 


Schnews of the World 

If you’ve got any spare money this month then 
donate it to Corporate Watch - if you’ ve got 
any left over buy this book. 300 pages of last 
year’s Schnews, interspersed with articles 
about Genoa, Faslane, September 11th, Climate 
Change, Palestine and more. Also includes 
Schnews’ answer to the Yellow Pages. Available 
for £7 from www.schnews.org.uk 


Big Bad World: 10 Years of 
Political Cartoons by Polyp 


Available for £5.99 from New Internationalist, 
55 Rectory Road, Oxford, OX4 1BW 


Be Bd wertd 


Cartoon molotovs in tha Face of galanin rule 


And new from Corporate Watch: 


How to research corporations 

An invaluable introduction to corporate 
research. Tells you how to find out all the 
information you’ll need to start a campaign 
against a company. Available for free on our 
website, or as a booklet for £1.50 including 
postage. 


September 


Sat 28, Don’t Attack Iraq - 
Freedom for Palestine. Meet 1pm 
Embankment, London, organised by 
Stop the War Coalition and Muslim 
Association of Britain. Supported by 
CND. 07951 235915 

www. stopwar.org.uk 
bajustpeace@hotmail.com 


October 


Fri 4 — Sun 6, Rising Tide UK 
Gathering. Get together for those 
campaigning about climate change or 
for those who want to get involved 
and inspired. Special guest on Friday 
evening is Mark Thomas. Booking in 
advance essential. 
info@risingtide.org.uk Tel 01865 241 
097, www.risingtide.org.uk 


Sun 6, Demo and actions at 
Lakenheath US air force base in 
Norfolk 01508 550446 
info@lakenheathaction.org. 
www.LakenheathAction.org 


Sat 12, Stop ‘star wars’ and stop 
the bombing of Iraq. 
Demonstration at NSA Menwith Hill 
North Yorkshire 12 noon - 4 pm. 
Organised by the Campaign for the 
Accountability of American Bases 
01943 466405 caab@btclick.com 
http://www.caab.org.uk 


Sat 12, Scrap Trident 
demonstration. Assemble 12 noon 
at Plymouth Hoe. Leave ipm for a 
march through Plymouth to Albert 
Gate, Devonport Dockyard. 
www.cnduk.org 


Tue 15, Cinderella Pollution 
Summit The Environment Centre, 
Swansea. Grassroots groups in Wales 
discuss hazardous waste and 
government complicity. Contact 
02920711232 or 01792 652526 


Wed 16, Worldwide anti- 
McDonalds day of action to mark 
World Food Day. Adopt Your Local 
Store - leaflets from Veggies 0845 
458 9595 www.veggies.org.uk 


Thu 17, Global Day of Protest 
against Corporations Denying 
AIDS Drugs. Join ACT UP, Health 
GAP, Treatment Action Campaign, 
and others to demand Coca-Cola and 
other multinational corporations pay 
for AIDS treatment for workers living 
with HIV/AIDS in developing 
countries. info@healthgap.org http:// 
www.treat-your-workers.org 


Fri 18, Media Democracy Day - 
an opportunity to create and link 
grassroots media and build 
alternatives to the present media 
monopolies. 
www.mediademocracyday.org 

Sat 19, Anarchist Bookfair, 
Camden Centre, Euston Rd., London 
WCi1 (Kings Cross tube) 

www. anarchistbookfair.org 


